Cambodian History

Cambodia and Vietnam have shared geographic space and people for at least 4000 years. Even though little is known about the prehistory
in the area of Cambodia, there is solid evidance of Mekong River habitation and a pottery tradition that goes back at least 8200 years. Early
historic occupation of the area beginning in about the 1st century was about trade and commerce between Indians from the Bay of Bengal
region and Chinese from the southem provinces of China. This marked the area now known as Cambodia with Hindu deities and Javanese
Buddhist mots that later facilitated the rise of the Kingdom of Ankar. In 802 AD the ruler Jayavarman Il dedared himself a universal monarch
and consolidated power in the area now known as Cambodia. His rule and that of those who followed over the next 300 years, created a
nation/state that left a legacy of SoutheastAsia’s finest architecture. From 1219 to 1864 Cambodia’s fortunes rose and fell with a variety of
kings and conflicts with the Thais to the West and the Cham Kingdom to the East (Vietnam).

The country stabilized somewhat in 1864 with the signing of a treaty protectorate with the French and so became a third of French Indochina,
along with Laos and Vietnam. French rule lasted until the Japanese defeat in 1945. Cambodia was then declared an autonomous French
State, which lasted until the French defeatin Vietnam in 1954. In 1955 King Norodom Sihanouk consolidated power through pariiamentary
elections and maintained power until his exile to China in 1970 which also marks the beginning of the Cambaodian civil war and the rise of the
Khmer Rouge. On April 17, 1975 the Khmer rouge won the civil war and evacuated the aties of Cambodia to institute a return to Year Zero
and establish an agrarian classless society. This also marks the beginning of the “killing fields™ era when more than 2 million Cambodians died
either through execution, disease, or starvation. The government of Cambodia instigated many border clashes with Vietnam to its south and
east, and in 1978 Vietnam invaded Cambodia and installed a new government leading to even greater chaos and more stanation. The Khmer
Rouge refreated to the mountains of Western Cambodia and Thailand. Vietnam maintained control of Cambodia until 1988 when their own
domestic problems forced their withdrawal. The Paris Peace Accords were signed in 1991, and supervised elections returned to Cambodia.

Important Dates in Cambodian History

AD 100 Indianization begins. The language refigion and culture of 1947 Provinces seized by the Thais during the war are retumed.

India starts to take root in Cambodia. 1953  Cambodia becomes independent from the French,
802 Jaj.la\_'anhm Il proclaims independence from Java, starting 1955 Free Elections.

the Kingdom of Ankor. 1969 President Nixon authorizes the secret bombing of
849 Yasovaman | moves the capitol to Ankor. Cambodia.

112 Suryavarman |l commences the construction of Ankor Wat. 1970 The Civil War begins.

177 The Chams sail up the Tonle Sap, defeat the khmers, and 1975 The Khmer Rouge win the civil war and begin the *Killing
occupy Ankor for 4 years. Fields™.

1181 Jayavaman V1| defeats the Chams and takes the throne. 1979 Vietnamese forces iiberate Cambodia followed by famine.

1431 The Thais sack Ankor and kidnap most of the royal court. 1985 The Khmer Rouge retreat to Thailand,

1772 The Thais burn Phnom Penh to the ground. 1989 Vietnam withdraws.
1864 The French force King Morodom | o sign a treaty of 1991 Paris Peace Accords, elections returm.
protectorate. 2002 First ever local elections.

1942 Japanese forces occupy Cambodia.

Cambodia Today

Population: 13.6 milion Growth rate: 1.8% (2005 est)

Capital: Phnom Penh

Location: Borders Thailand, Vietnam, and Laos

Area: 181,040 sq. km. (about the size of the state of Missouri or Washington)
Ethnic groups: Khmer 90%; Vietnamese 5%;Chinese 1%; Other 4% (Chams, Burmese, hill tribes)
Language: Khmer (official) 95%; French; English

Religion: Theravada Buddhist 85%; Other 5%

Life Expectancy at Birth: female 62 years; male 56 years (2005 est)
Literacy: total 70%; female 860%; male 80% (2003)

GDP per capita: $2,000 (purchasing power parity, 2004)

GDP growth: 5.4% (2004)

Government: Constitutional Monarchy

Economic system: market economy since 1988

Sources:
2005 Ray, Nick. Lonely Planet, Cambodia™ Lonely Planet Publications CIA World Factbook, U.S. Department of Commerce




US Timeline (1968-1981)
1976: The G is created to bang

1981: IBM infroduces

1973 Martin Cooper &l e leaders of the bigoest national the PC personal
1969 The US begins secret 1670: The US Motorola invents the first economigs together (US, Canada, computer) that spreads
bombing of Cambodia. invades Camboda. portable, wireless (cellular)  Britain, Gemmany, Japan, France) worid-wide.
1968: Civil rights leader 1969 American Astronaut 1973: The US 1975 “Saturday Night 197% The Sovie! Union invades
Martin Luther King is Neldl Armstrong becomes Ieaves Vietnam: Live” airs an TV Alghanistan and the US
assassinated the first man fo sef fool omanizes an Islamic resisince
on the Moon. led by Osams Bin Laden.
Cambodian Timeline (1967-1982)
1973 The US “secret” 1975-1979: Pol Pot 1882: The Khmer Rouge and
bombing of Camboda leads the Khmer Rouge 2 non-Communis! groups form
comesfo & half, marking and ruies Cambodia. An & resistance coalifion with
1969: The US B-52s 1571: Communist forces Ihe official end to 12 estimated 2 million people Sihanauk as a figure-hesd
drop 3,000 ton bombs &t shell Phnom Penh, years of Amencarn are killed in the genocide leader. The UN recognizes i a5
Cambodian boundary. Cambodia for the first time. combaf in Indochina. under Pol Pol. the govemment of Cambodia.
1967-1968: The Khmer 1570 Khmer Republic 1973 Nixon veloes a Senate 1975: Khmer Rouge 1975: The Vietnamese army caplures
Roige lakes up ams (Cambodia) deciares ban on Cambodis bombing. iaunches the newest the Cambodian capital of Phnom
in suppon of a peasant independence assaullinthe five yearwar  Penh, overthrowing the Khmer Rouge
upnising in the nothwest in Phnom Penh. The war government. This finally ends the
against & government nce ends in sprng of 1975 mass genccide depicled in the 1964
tax. The army suppresses fim “The Kiliing Fig/ds.”
the insurrection.
Loung’s Life (1970-1997)
1975: Ung family 1979: The Youn invasion 1997 Begins work af the
forced b leave home 1975: Keay falls 1877: Loung relocated leads to the dismantling Campaign for & Landmine-
in Phnom Pent. ill it fsbor camp. to child labor camp. of labor camps. Free Worid (CLFW].
1970: Loung is bom. 1976 Family forced 1976 Pais broed o 1978: Family members 1960: On Jure 5
fo move befween Ieave family s dwelling meet again in the Loung leamed that
many fabor camps. in the camp to assist temporary hospital. she would be leaving
with the ox wagon Bangkok, Thaiand for

& new home.



